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“I don’t think we can close that gap  
this year to be honest.”

- jurgen klopp

Red Veil embodies what it means to be Black 
living in the present age. There are many limitations 
Blacks face in the society and behaviours that we 
have to conform to just because we are perceived 
differently. This experience of having to be less of 
yourself is similar to a veil covering our faces and 
stopping us from being who we really are. However, 
our power as Blacks lies in the fact that despite these 
limitations, we rise and put up a defiant look. One 
that refuses to be subjected to less, one that shows 
strength in the face of oppression. Like the Black girl 
under the veil, you can feel the strength through her 
reassuring gaze, empowering the Black Resistance as 
a path to true freedom.

red Veil - christianah adeyemi:

Black women have been gifted generational 
armour in the form of strength, resilience and 
perseverance. Although this trait has helped many 
Black women endure the unthinkable, it has also 
prevented black women from allowing themselves to 
be okay with feeling vulnerable. Reflection: Everyone 
needs time to feel, and this includes the many 
emotions that others label as “weak” or “no big 
deal.” Strength is more than the ability to withstand 
pressure, pain and damage. It includes one’s ability 
to let their guard down, be vulnerable and feel the 
many emotions that make us human. Remember, you 
are still a strong Black woman even when you take off 
your armour to rest, feel and recharge. 

< still a strong black woman -  
Jhanelle Peters & lese awodiya  
(the Visual theraPist):

The images I am submitting are from the series 
“Prosopagnosia.” Face blindness. Some of the 
problems that I was tackling within these works 
are still happening in the communities of colour 
today.

i liVe for the times that i can’t remember 
with the PeoPle that i won’t forget - elicser 
elliott: 

assume the Position - 
elicser elliott:

i can’t breathe -  
elicser elliott:
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Black Resistance is a refusal to shrink and change 
oneself in the face of adversity. Black resistance is 
the courage to be daring, bold and beautiful in a 
society that tells one to be otherwise. It is the sacred 
communion that takes place when Black people 
meet, laugh or cry. Black resistance is the intentional 
occupation of space, the conversation with traditions 
and ancestors through art, the refusal to be forgotten 
and the radical belief that Black is beautiful and worth 
protecting. This piece attempts to characterize all of 
the above. I was inspired by the captivating work of 
Annie Lee, specifically her painting “Blue Monday.” 
The woman’s head is heavy in this painting. As a Black 
woman, she carries unimaginable burdens, traumas 
and responsibilities on her shoulders—but beautiful is 
her crown as well. She is adorned. Her kinks and coils 
are her precious jewels set in a plate of flowers. She 
refuses to be crushed by the immensity of her crown. 
Instead, she grows larger than her surroundings, 
creating beauty in her image. Everything in the 
world conspires to convince her that she does not 
descend from kings and queens, so she reminds the 
world daily of her royalty. With this weight on her 
shoulders, each day she rises and she wears her crown 
well.

For me, this piece can represent Black resistance 
through focusing on only the Black characters 
from all of my favourite 90’s cartoons that had 
predominantly white characters. With this piece, it 
reminds everyone of some of the greatest cartoons 
of that era not only through the main characters, 
but through the characters that a lot of Black people 
can identify with. This piece reminds me that even 
though they were surrounded by other cultures, [the 
Black characters] remained true to themselves.

This poem was written during the time of the 
protests in May, shortly after George Floyd was 
killed. I watched the news daily with great sadness 
towards what has happened in America over the 
years and what has continued to happen...the blatant 
DISRESPECT of Black people. Some people saw rioters 
and/or looters. I saw people that were sick and tired 
of being sick and tired. This poem is saying enough is 
enough! We are beautiful people that will continue to 
strive no matter the adversity.

Naomi is the icon of the fashion world, a role 
model of the modern world. She faced many 
challenges being a black woman in a predominantly 
white industry, yet they could not withhold her 
elegance and beauty that stemmed from being Black. 
She stood up and fought for her value.

heaVy is the head that wears the crown  
bernice afriyie:

unaPologetically black - monique symister: 
lady camPbell - Josh hy: 

untitled – monique edwards

draPed karuPatti - buni samuels

black token - JosePh cain:
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Black Protest has given Canadians a standard of 
human rights, and a level of inclusion, equity and 
diversity. But there’s more to do.

Editor’s note: This article was originally 
published in the Toronto Star in August 2020. It is 
reprinted here with the permission of the author, 
Anthony Morgan. Anthony is a lawyer and the 
Manager of the City of Toronto’s Confronting 
Anti-Black Racism (CABR) Unit. The CABR Unit is 
responsible for the implementation of the Toronto 
Action Plan to Confront Anti-Black Racism.

Overpoliced and underprotected. That’s the 
painful paradox of being Black in Canada.

That’s why Black protest is not just imperative 
for Black survival in Canada, but a precursor to Black 
successes that have benefited folks beyond Black 
communities. Defiant, daring and public resistance 
of Black people in Canada has led to many of the most 
significant legal and social reforms that have shaped 
Canada for the better.

It was the Black-led civil-disobedience campaign 
of restaurant sit-ins by Bromley Armstrong, Ruth 
Lor, and Hugh Burnett in Dresden, Ont., that caused 
this province to outlaw segregation in commercial 
and residential establishments with the passing 
of the 1954 Fair Accommodation Practices Act. 
This campaign was instrumental in inspiring 
the establishment of Ontario’s Human Rights 
Commission in 1962, leading other provinces to 
establish the same. Relatedly, while many Canadians 
beam at the fact that a Black woman, Viola Desmond, 
is on our $10 bill, few remember that her stand against 
segregation in Nova Scotia in 1946 was illegal and led 
her to be violently arrested, detained, and jailed.

Canada now celebrates having one of the western 
world’s most progressive immigration and refugee 
systems, seeing it as a bedrock for the flourishing of 
a national policy and social ethic of multiculturalism. 
But Canadians forget that it was hundreds of Black 
Caribbean immigrants, many of whom were train 

anthony morgan › contrIbutor

porters, domestic servants and mine workers, who 
in the 1960s led public demonstrations and lobbied 
Canadian government officials to eventually get our 
country to significantly reduce the racist provisions 
that were meant to make and maintain this stolen 
Indigenous land as a “white man’s country.”

While now outdated and overdue for reform, 
Ontario’s current policing and police oversight 
laws, including the establishment of the Special 
Investigations Unit, were also born directly out 
of Black protest against recurring killings with 
impunity of Black people by white police officers. 
These protests were largely driven by fierce and 
fearless advocacy of the Black Action Defence 
Committee, commonly regarded as the Black Lives 
Matter-Toronto of the late 1980s through to the early 
2000s.

The same point can be made about pivotal human-
rights advances that have been made in education, 
sports, child welfare, healthcare and housing. Within 
these and other sectors, large and small Black protests 
beat the path for social reforms that have benefited 
all people. Yet still, Black folks remain overpoliced 
and underprotected by the very same institutions we 
helped make better. Overpoliced and underprotected 
by the very same non-Black communities that 
have directly benefited from having fairer schools, 
more equitable and representative workplaces, less 
aggressively invasive child-welfare societies, and 
somewhat less racist and more accountable policing 
systems. Because of historically ardent and ongoing 
Black protest, Canadians enjoy a standard of human 
rights and level of inclusion, equity and diversity that 
would likely be substantially more deficient than 
they currently are if those protests never occurred. 
The irony is that this same social standard of well-
being that formed out of Black struggle is used to 
delegitimize continued expressions of Black protest.

Whether it’s Black Lives Matter activists pouring 
pink paint on monuments to purveyors of Indigenous 
genocide and anti-Black racism, or Black parents 
protesting stubbornly systemic anti-Black racism at 
the Peel Board of Education, or Black employees of 
the provincial public service literally and figuratively 
being sick of having to be twice as good to get half 
as far as their non-Black counterparts, anti-Black 
pushback persists. This pushback is always a slap 
in the face to Black communities. It is a reminder 
that Canadians too easily forget that much of our 
country’s progress has been spurred by protests 
emanating from Black pain and suffering. If this fact 
was truly recognized and respected in our country, 
there would be no need for a Black Lives Matter 
movement in Canada.

Canadians seem to only want the fruit of Canada’s 
progressive successes without appreciating the Black 
struggle, suffering and sacrifices at the root of many 
of them.

But the tradition of Black people in Canada has 
never forgotten that “If there is no struggle there is 
no progress” as once said by Frederick Douglass. And 
so with Aug. 1 and Emancipation Day arriving, to 
support and inspire continued Black freedom fighting 
in Canada, I leave these words from a poem from one 
of Canada’s greatest civil rights lawyers, the late 
Charles Roach:

Struggle to be free
Stand fast for your right
To equal liberty

Urban Planning Has a Literacy Problem
This article will be the first of a three part series 

and will take a look at the Jane-Finch community 
from a land use perspective. Shannon Holness, 
MES(Pl.) is an urban planner from the Jane-Finch 
community and her lived experience informs her 
approach to the practice.

There are so many changes being introduced to 
the built environment of the Jane-Finch community. 
The Finch West LRT will spur intensification along 
the Finch Avenue West corridor and have a direct 
impact on neighbourhoods within kilometers of the 
new transit system. Current development proposals 
include a 12-storey condo development at Yorkwoods 
Gate which is just a few blocks south of Finch Avenue 
West on Jane Street, the revitalization of Firgrove 
which is a Toronto Community Housing site adjacent 
the Huron-Wendat urban trail, and three multi-
residential buildings in the Keele Finch area. 

There is also an overall Jane-Finch Initiative to 
update the planning policy framework that guides 

shannon holness, mes (Pl.) › contrIbutor

development in the community. These developments 
are going to be some of the first in the community 
in the past 40-plus years, which is significant. The 
legacy of uneven urban development is turning 
tides—however, urban planning policy has a literacy 
problem that needs to be addressed in order to 
ensure that the community is being developed in an 
equitable manner.

Now more than ever, there is an opportunity 
to engage a community that has been historically 
under-engaged in the planning process simply 
because land development was not something that 
they had to interface with. Many residents who are 
concerned about the impact of development are 
concerned that the legacy of underinvestment will 
be maintained as the social realities go unaddressed. 
It is important for residents and for those who will 
facilitate the planning process to understand how 
the concerns of residents intersect with the planning 
process. 

One the ground realities of Jane-Finch 
Community members include: safe, affordable 
and appropriate housing, access to education, food 
security, access to culturally relevant health care, 
social programs and services for all ages, affordable 
housing, animation of green spaces, community-
based responses to gun violence and a decrease in 
over-surveillance by police. These concerns are not 
always adequately captured within the planning 
process. 

The aims of the planning process are to ensure 
that the interest of individual property owners are 
balanced with the wider needs and objectives of the 
community, ensuring that the proposed development 
does not have a significant effect on the community’s 
quality of life. The rubric by which the notion of 
‘significant effect’ is evaluated is a demonstration 
of how the development proposal best meets the 
objectives of the Planning Act, Provincial Policy 
Statement, A Place to Grow Act, the municipal Official 
Plan and the implementing Zoning By-law.  

continued on Page 5 ›
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Lawyers Move Out the Way
Note: This article was written in response to 

Charn, J. (2013). “Celebrating the “null” finding: 
Evidence-based strategies for improving access to 
legal services” Yale Law Journal, 122, 2206.

Charn takes an analytical approach in 
deconstructing the value of the right to counsel. 
Drawing on empirical studies of how litigants 
represented by lawyers fared in comparison to 
litigants with access to limited assistance and legal 
advice, Charn shows that access to justice is not 
always the same thing as access to a lawyer. She 
argues that the right to counsel movement and its 
messaging that lawyers are instrumental in achieving 
justice ignores what we have learned about consumer 
preferences and diversity in both subsidized and 
market-delivered legal services. She recalls how the 
“founders of government-funded civil legal services 
in the United States were not interested in a right 
to counsel and that they intentionally shaped the 
program to achieve substantive antipoverty goals 
rather than access goals.”  While having a lawyer can 
be important and helpful in some situations and in 
varying capacities, conventional legal representation 
is not the only way lawyers can be useful and is 
often not even the most effective form of legal help. 
Furthermore, it is extremely important to address 
the underlying causes of these legal issues such as 
poverty, racism and overcriminalization. The law 
has not proven to be an effective model to solve these 
issues.

 Charn’s conclusion is extremely relevant, 
especially in 2021’s social climate. Uprisings have 
been occurring globally over the past year with 
increased intensity. We saw protests in America, 
Canada, Chile, Bolivia, Nigeria, to name a few, as 
responses to state violence such as police killings, 
enacting oppressive laws or infringing basic human 

matthew camPbell-williams › contrIbutor rights. In none of these instances do we see the law 
being the driving factor behind the social change 
being sought. This is akin to the neoliberal defunding 
of “class actions, legislative advocacy, and test cases 
aimed at producing systemic change in favour of 
legal services programs that helped people with their 
everyday legal problems.” In fact, change is being 
driven by masses of people protesting and uniting 
under a common cause. While lawyers certainly 
assist these movements, their contributions are not 
the crux. The reason for this, as Charn also highlights, 
is that people’s problems, legal or otherwise, are 
not lawyer-centred. As such, lawyers are often 
ill-equipped to address them. We can look locally 
to apply this. In 2020 and 2021, the Landlord and 
Tenant Board (LBT) heard thousands of eviction 
hearings across Ontario. Immense cruelty was 
shown as families were pushed out of their homes for 
falling behind during a pandemic. Tenants’ unions 
organized across the province to support people 
during this time through mutual aid, social support 
and eviction defense. Legal clinics also got involved 
and attended the virtual hearings to support tenants. 
The results were disastrous.

The provincial eviction moratorium did not bar 
landlords from filing eviction notices, and by the 
end of August, the LTB had 8,323 pending eviction 
applications. The LTB had about 2,500 online eviction-
related hearings in November alone and over 4,500 
for December. Thousands of people were evicted. The 
shift to an online-only hearing model has made it 
harder for tenants to present their circumstances or 
access legal advice. Lawyers struggled to effectively 
defend tenants from these evictions. This highlights 
the relevance of Charn’s reluctance to see lawyers as 
the solution to society’s problems. The results of these 
LTB hearings highlight how rigged these systems 
are against everyday people and by extension, the 
lawyers on their side. Only the cruelest for-profit 
system could attempt to process tens of thousands 

of evictions in a time of both public health and 
economic crisis. Underfunded legal services do not 
have the resources necessary to adequately address 
this situation. These socio-economic problems are 
complex; they simply cannot be resolved by access to 
lawyers. Instead of a right to a lawyer in an eviction 
hearing, how about a right not to be evicted during 
a pandemic? Or a right to housing in general? Rather 
than depending on lawyers or even self-educated 
community members to be on the frontlines 
defending against these issues, this article inspires us 
to address these problems from the root.

 The takeaway from this is complex; the 
solution is deeper than simply affording people the 
right to a lawyer. The fact that poor and middle-class 
people are often in need of legal support and so often 
fail, even with assistance from a lawyer, symbolizes 
deeper problems within the system.  Lawyers’ best 
opportunity to assist with these everyday legal 
problems people face is supporting people’s fight to 
eradicate these problems for society as a whole, not 
individual cases. There will never be enough lawyers 
and legal self-help options to prevent people from 
being unjustly evicted, so why not support people’s 
fights to make housing a right? Of course, lawyers 
are needed in the interim – structural change will 
not happen tomorrow. However, lawyers should be 
proactive in taking up these causes that challenge 
unjust and unfair systems. As Charn says, “While I 
do not doubt that skilled lawyers will be needed due 
to inherent legal complexity, if swaths of problems 
can be resolved effectively with less or even no 
lawyer input, then lawyer services can be triaged 
where we have evidence that they are needed and 
will make a difference. We must keep in mind that 
access to courts and lawyers is not identical to access 
to justice.” Justice is not having a professional defend 
you in an onerous process in efforts to keep your 
house, it is just being able to keep your house.

Tic-Tacs For Coping with a Virtual World
At this point into the academic year, the race to 

the finish line is already underway. It doesn’t take an 
academic veteran to know that this time of the year 
is crucial; Marsian energy is officially in full swing. 
For my non-astrologically inclined folks, this time of 
the year during a pandemic that has seized in-person 
interaction at all universities and transformed our 
living spaces to work/study areas in a way unlike we 
have ever experienced; this is “survival of the fittest”. 

For my folks that entered York in 2016 with 
hopes of walking across the convocation stage in 
front of a crowd of family, staff, and friends; the 
universe indeed had other plans. For the class of 
2020, undergoing a strike and striving towards 

umu Jalloh › contrIbutor

academic success during the pandemic is not only 
highly commendable but a demonstration of the 
strength of our York community to push through and 
succeed even in times of uncertainty. We all deserve 
a “tic-tac”, a fresh breath, as we battle the end of this 
semester. For my folks that really need a “tic-tac” or 
“tic-tacs”, rather, this piece is for you. And no, I don’t 
mean the literal “tic-tac”. I’m offering you a couple 
of “tic-tacs”, tips to help you get that much needed 
“breath of fresh air” amidst all your upcoming 
deadlines. Feel free to take one or two or as many as 
you like. My hope is that at least one of these tips in 
coping with teaching and cyber schooling will help 
you achieve some of your mental health goals. 

Tic-Tac #1 - Always have your favourite artist/
song lined up and ready to go before you start on your 
work for those moments where you experience brain 
fog. It will not only uplift your mood, but it will quite 
literally blast away unnecessary brain clusters in that 
given moment and leave you much more refreshed. 
Extra tic-tac if you are able to associate that song to a 
positive memory.

Tic-Tac #2 - Meditation? Yes, not for everyone. 
And yes, the timeless classic advice anyone can give 
for coping with anxiety/stress. Investing time in 
discovering a meditation technique that resonates 
with you can go a long way in allowing a “breath 
of fresh air” into an occupied and stressed mind. I 

Urban planners must demonstrate regard for  
the Planning Act, various planning policies and the 
zoning by-law to justify any proposed development. 
However, that understanding and approach is not 
explicitly conveyed when presenting a proposal to the 
community. A typical mandated public consultation 
meeting includes an overview of the policy context 
but stops short of informing residents about the basis 
on which the application will be evaluated. It is seen 
as more matter of fact than negotiable. 

Herein lies the literacy problem within urban 
planning policy. In order for residents to articulate 
their issues with any proposed development in the 
community, they have to understand the priorities 
of urban planning policy which not many residents 
do. While most residents grapple with urbanism 
issues in a sophisticated manner and have organized 
around and addressed issues stemming from uneven 
development, their concerns are rarely taken 
seriously unless they are able to quote and rely on 
policy or zoning by-laws. 

One has to wonder when community members 

will have the opportunity to meaningfully 
demonstrate the impact that a development will have 
on ongoing efforts to address food insecurity, develop 
community-based responses to gun violence, or raise 
concerns related to gentrification. In this regard, the 
onus of the literacy gap in urban planning policy is 
not on residents but a matter for planners to consider. 
The reality is that the residents of Jane-Finch know 
all too well the challenges that a community endures 
in the wake of land use planning that does not 
adequately respond to the concerns that they bring to 
public consultations. 

continued on Page 6 ›

continued from Page 4 ›
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guarantee that if there isn’t a technique that resonates 
with you, there will definitely be a method as there 
are so many methods/ways to meditate. Extra tic-tac 
if you are able to establish a daily meditation routine. 
For me personally, I practice meditation as soon as 
I wake up and I revisit that breath of calmness as I 
navigate through the day’s obstacles. 

Tic-Tac #3 - Develop a self-care routine and 
practice it religiously. Get into the habit of knowing 
when your mind is calling for your attention. The first 
step is to figure out what self-care means for you and 
what time of the day you will set aside for self-care. 
Start off with a simple act of self-care, this can be as 
simple as putting your phone away during downtime 
and instead going to the kitchen and making your 

favourite snack. As you approach your blocked off 
time for self-care ask yourself “what can i do for 
myself today that will put a smile on my face? What 
haven’t I done for myself that I haven’t been able to do 
for a while because of my hectic schedule?”

Tic-Tac #4 - Have a “rant” buddy. Majority of 
us already have that one person we call and feel 
comfortable sharing our problems/feelings with. 
One of the best ways to mentally check-in is to let 
out some of the thoughts or experiences that are 
causing the stress as opposed to keeping it all in.  A 
wise friend once told me, “a pressurized valve with 
no escape measure is sure to explode” and the same 
goes with mental worries. A lot of times opening and 
sharing some experiences with another human being 
may be the breath of fresh air that you need in that 
present moment.

Tic-Tac #5 - this is the final “tic-tac” I’m giving 
out and it commemorates all the above “tic-tacs”. It’s 
knowing when to stop. Yes, sometimes the 12-hour, 
14-hour days are unavoidable but sometimes that 
much needed pause in workflow is all it takes to 
refresh the mind. If the mind is a machine, eventually 
it is going to need to be refuelled. There is a common 
myth, that you are not being productive if you move 
things around or “stop”. In reality, this is not the 
case as what you are doing is actually refuelling your 
system and encouraging clearer thoughts for when 
you do resume your workflow. 

If you’ve made it to the end of my “tic-tac” 
offerings and are interested in taking one, two, three, 
or all of them as we approach midterm season feel free 
to do so. I hope they help usher in that much needed 
“fresh calmy, minty air” wherever it is most needed.

continued from Page 5 ›

Volumes in Colour
We as Black women are blessed with an adorning 

power. We are strong, because by being Black we 
are forced everyday to go to war with the ideas 
about our identities that introduce themselves and 
proclaim who we are as Black women before a word 
or formality ever escapes our lips. 

Our skin speaks. We ask it to let our lips do the 
talking, but it cannot. Its position, coated in histories 
of strife and melanin, is firm. There was a point in 
my life when I asked her to stop, to stop screaming so 
loudly the proclamation of “I am Black” wherever we 
went. I was embarrassed, not intentionally, but I felt 
she spoke in volumes and tones that others did not, 
and that we had been conditioned for years to keep 
quiet. 

shantel Perry › contrIbutor

She was loud and disobedient, and asked things 
of me that I had never expected of myself. She asked 
me to fight, not just for myself, but the others like me. 
I was meek and ill prepared, and the stress of having 
to contest every Black female stereotype out there 
because of the colour of my skin rotted my soul with 
anxiety. 

As I matured, I came to realize that this was going 
to happen regardless of what I wanted, that she was 
going to turn heads, and that people would watch her 
wherever she and I went together, with disapproving 
eyes. 

Suddenly I was aware of the necessity of our 

battle. I promised her I was going to make every 
effort to be proud of her and that together we would 
fight the notion that we could be forced against our 
will to belong to the shallow niches and small spaces 
of being that society had carved out for us. “This is 
who you are,” they said, and she screamed “No, that 
is who you think I am.” Our skin speaks. She does 
not tell you who you should be because you are Black, 
she does not tell you how you should act because you 
are Black; she does not tell you how you should speak 
because you are Black. 

Our skin speaks. Our skin speaks in presence, 
and she proclaims, “I am here, I am valid, and I am 
important.” Our skin speaks. Listen.
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At Cassels, we believe that we are 

in this together. Our students are 

provided with the legal, professional 

and business development skills 

they need to build a long and 

brilliant legal career. 

Your success is our priority.
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As someone born in 1998, I was far too young to 
have any vivid memories of the 2004 Super Bowl (yes, 
Tom Brady and the Patriots won that one too), the 
halftime wardrobe malfunction, or the immediate 
panic that it sparked. However, the subsequent 
cultural framings of the event have lasted throughout 
my childhood, and served as an early cautionary tale 
about the consequences of being hypervisible and 
Black. The race and gender dynamics at play in the 
aftermath of the incident are unmistakable. For an 
incident that lasted for nine-sixteenths of a second, 
Janet Jackson was portrayed as a promiscuous 
attention seeker, a puritanical scapegoat for all 
societal ills and taboos and was blacklisted from 
numerous media institutions. Justin Timberlake 
meanwhile, whose career can be attributed to his 
proximity to, and ability to feign Blackness, was able 
to ascend to new levels of celebrity post-malfunction, 
and even had an about-face at the 2018 Super Bowl. 

Therefore, it feels like a depraved, cosmic joke 
that Timberlake’s apology for allowing Janet to 
take the brunt of the criticism is 1) seventeen years 
late 2) written on the Notes app (?), and 3) hastily 
tacked onto another apology for the misogynistic 
mistreatment of another hyper-criticized popstar. 
For someone who was omnipresent throughout the 
80s and 90s, it’s disheartening to see Janet’s artistry 
reduced to a cultural footnote today. In the spirit of 
Black History Month, it is imperative to give Janet 
her flowers by revisiting her groundbreaking 1997 
release, The Velvet Rope. 

From The Velvet Rope’s outset, we are invited to 
“step behind the velvet rope”, to access and unpack 
Janet’s once-guarded ruminations about grieving, 

Revisiting “The Velvet Rope”
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Rediscovering Janet Jackson’s 1997 release in 
a post-Timberlake apology world

liberation, and finding intimacy in an increasingly 
digital world. The driving force behind all of these 
meditations is Janet’s sexuality. Suggestiveness 
has always been a part of Janet’s value proposition 
as an artist, but The Velvet Rope sees Janet reach 
unexplored heights. She sings candidly (and quite 
explicitly) about sexual intimacy on “Rope Burn”, 
offers blatant condemnations of homophobia on the 
frenetic “Free Xone” and even turns Rod Stewart’s 
uber-heteronormative “Tonight’s The Night” into a 
ballad about same-sex yearning. For an artist with 
her cultural cache to devote their artistry to LGBT 
rights and queer relations only several years removed 
from the HIV/AIDS moral panic is remarkable. 

This thematic boundary-pushing extends to the 
album’s rich sonic palette. From the electric violin 
riffs on “Velvet Rope” to the distorted bass synths 
on “Go Deep”, The Velvet Rope’s production is multi-
layered and dense throughout. This is exemplified on 
the surreal and forward-thinking “Empty”, in which 
its staccato drum loops and lush harmonies would 
be right at home on an FKA Twigs or Jai Paul project 
today. With help from the legendary production duo, 
Jimmy Jam & Terry Lewis, The Velvet Rope traverses 
numerous genres seamlessly. Janet transitions from 
SWV/Jodeci-esque slow jams (“Anything”, “I Get 
Lonely”), to raucous, speaker-rattling funk (“What 
About”, “You”) at a moment’s notice, with her 
highly malleable vocals scarcely feeling out of place. 
Standout track “Got ‘Til Its Gone” is a neo-soul/jazz-
rap fusion where Janet’s former on-screen boyfriend 
Q-Tip floats Joni Mitchell samples and J Dilla record 
scratches. The Velvet Rope reaches its pinnacle when 
Janet reaches into her electronic/house bag and 

wholeheartedly embraces her “Rhythm Nation” 
roots, which she does on “Together Again”. A 
contemporary pop radio staple during my childhood, 
“Together Again” sees Janet deliver heartfelt and 
optimistic meditations on a life lost over pulsating 
house rhythms. 

The Velvet Rope is essential listening in a post-
Timberlake apology world because we ought to make 
our support for Black women at the receiving end of 
structural harms explicit and lasting. Whether it be 
through #justiceforjanet or Clubhouse rooms devoted 
to making Timberlake “answer for his crimes”, it’s 
good practice to incorporate critical race lenses into 
how we interpret and unpack celebrity. What is 
always missing from the cyclical discourses about 
the wardrobe malfunction, however, is appreciation. 
From Anti to CTRL, Janet’s fingerprints are 
undeniably all over the pop and R&B that we consume 
today, and yet we consistently fail to ascribe the 
appropriate magnitude to her work. The onus is on us 
all to ensure that Janet’s artistry takes precedent over 
the incident that has unfairly defined her. 

No Finding of Contempt for Father who Unilaterally 
Enrolled Child in In Person School During Pandemic 

Nearly one year into the COVID-19 pandemic, 
one issue still being litigated in family law courts is 
whether children should attend school in-person or 
via remote learning on Zoom. After about a semester 
and a half of law school via Zoom, you probably have 
strong opinions about virtual learning and whether 
it’s a reasonable alternative to in-person education or 
a dumpster fire.  

Parents who cannot come to a decision on their 
own about this matter have turned to judges to decide 
for them. Unfortunately, as often is the case in family 
law litigation, one parent wins and the other loses. 

But what if the loser takes matters into their 
own hands? That is exactly what happened in Kaszap 
v. Volk, 2020 ONSC 6129. In 2017, the parties had 
consented to a final order from Justice Labrosse that 
ordered inter alia that the parents had joint custody 
of their child, Chloe, and that decisions about her 
education had to be discussed and agreed to by both 
parents.  

By the time the pandemic hit in early 2020 
and in-person education was suspended, Chloe 
had completed grade 4 and would start grade 5 in 
September 2020. Her parents attempted to reach an 
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agreement over the summer as to whether Chloe 
would attend school in September in person or online. 
However, they were unable to come to an agreement. 
Chloe’s father, Mr. Kaszap, wanted her enrolled in 
in-person learning with an option to pull her out for 
remote learning if the COVID-19 situation worsened. 

Chloe’s mother, Ms. Volk, was concerned that 
masks would not be worn consistently by children 
at school and that Chloe’s ADHD would put her at 
greater risk of contracting the virus. She also argued 
that because one-on-one time between students and 
teachers would be limited, it would be more beneficial 
for Chloe to learn remotely. 

Eventually, Mr. Kaszap informed Ms. Volk that 
he would be enrolling Chloe in in-person education. 
In response, Ms. Volk took their issues back to court. 
On September 14th, 2020, she filed a Notice of Motion 
seeking the following relief: 

a) “An order directing that the child Chloe 
attend school from home by way of remote/virtual 
learning, which is an option that is available and 
appropriate in the circumstances of this case;

b) An order finding the father in contempt of 

the final order of Justice M. Labrosse from August 2, 
2017, for unilaterally enrolling Chloe into in-person/
classroom learning sessions, without the consent or 
approval of the mother; and 

c) Costs of this motion on a full indemnity 
basis.”

While Ms. Volk was unsuccessful on the school 
attendance issue, she was successful on the contempt 
issue. In the endorsement dated October 8, 2020, 
Shelston J. cited Justice Himmel’s decision in Chase 
v. Chase, 2020 ONSC 5083 where she found that 
“the provincial government along with the health 
authorities are best able to assess and address school 
attendance and associated risks.” Shelston J. also 
relied on the decision in Zinati v. Spence, 2020 ONSC 
5231 in which Akbarali J. set out a number of factors 
for the court to consider in determining whether 
a child should attend school in person or remotely 
during the COVID-19 pandemic: 
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The Capitalist Revolt Against Wall Street
What do Shaquille O’Neal, Occupy Wall Street, 

and internet pizza connoisseur Dave Portnoy have 
in common? Well, more than you might think. The 
GameStop saga, the growth of crypto and the recent 
proliferation of blank cheque corporations are all 
expressions of a much deeper cultural phenomenon 
bubbling underfoot.

In recent weeks, the financial markets have 
dramatically re-entered the popular discourse. 
Talk of short squeezes, Reddit revolutionaries and 
“holding the line” joyfully streamed through the 
fingertips of columnists far and wide. The internet 
meme machinery buzzed with activity, flooding 
news feeds with spicy stock market content. So, what 
exactly happened?

A collection of Reddit users, organized through 
a subreddit called r/WallStreetBets, launched bold, 
coordinated attacks against large hedge funds by 
buying up shares in failing public companies the 
funds had shorted. These mass buying events drove 
the share prices of these target firms skyward, forcing 
the institutional investors to retreat from their short 
positions at spectacular losses. GameStop saw its 
share price explode from $4 per share in July to almost 
$350 at the peak of the frenzy in late January. A very 
generous valuation for a moribund business model.

Predictably, the share price has since cratered, 
taking a lot of retail longs down with it. A return to 
normality? Not quite.

As the dust settled around GameStop, AMC, 
Nokia and other “meme stocks”, the winners and 
losers were revealed. Melvin Capital Management, 
one of the hedge funds with significant short interest 
in GME, did not disclose precisely how much it lost 
upon closing its position. It did lose enough that other 
prominent funds had to come to its rescue with an 
emergency cash infusion. At the same time, some 
Reddit traders reportedly pocketed millions at their 
expense.

To the r/WSB crowd, this represented a stunning 
victory. Against all odds, like the tale of David and 
Goliath, the band of largely young and inexperienced 
retail traders had overpowered the all-powerful 
titans of finance. A rare triumph of Main Street over 
Wall Street that seemed to signal a shift in the power 
balance between retail and institutional investors.

The incident bears a strange resemblance to 
Occupy Wall Street. A fresh reincarnation of the spirit 
of an anti-capitalist movement – this time, perhaps 

Viktor hohlacoV › staff wrIter

ironically, led by capitalists. The moment, in many 
ways, represents the cathartic release of a collective 
frustration with the decadent world of high finance 
that has been built up since the 2008 collapse.

As with the housing crisis, the price volatility 
ushered appeals for intervention. The phone rang at 
the SEC, but it was discount stock broker Robinhood 
that answered the call. Robinhood put trading 
restrictions on the volatile meme stocks, much to 
the dismay of investors. Evidently, many of the 
participants in the r/WSB revolt were Robinhood 
account-holders. Traders alleged that Robinhood 
was moving the goalposts in a desperate attempt to 
save the besieged hedge funds. The allegation, if true, 
would draw a contrast between Robinhood’s actions 
and its stated mission, which is to “democratize 
finance for all.” 

Robinhood users were indignant. Barstool Sports 
founder and day trader Dave Portnoy took aim at 
Robinhood, claiming that its executives belong 
in prison. A class action suit was filed against the 
platform, and disgruntled users took to protesting at 
its Bay Area HQ.

Arguably, however, Robinhood has succeeded 
in its goal. Since 2018, it has more than doubled 
its user base from 6 million to over 13 million. The 
average account size of users of rival brokerages TD 
Ameritrade and Charles Schwab ranges from $100,000 
to over $200,000. Robinhood’s average account size? 
Less than $5,000. This speaks to Robinhood’s success 
in increasing the accessibility of capital markets to 
regular people.

By the same token, its no-fee proposition stands 
to enable Reddit-style attacks. Public figures, 
including Elon Musk, have been accused of stoking 
the fire on social media. Musk sounded off on Twitter 
with a seemingly innocuous Tweet, simply reading 
“Gamestonk!!”. The name drop was apparently 
enough to move markets. Some have called for 
censorship, arguing that such posts amount to market 
manipulation, raising fascinating new questions at 
the intersection of securities law and the right of free 
expression. Musk has also become a prominent figure 
in the crypto space since his endorsement of Bitcoin 
helped its price rocket to record highs. Social media 
have thus become a vehicle for the growth of several 
disruptive trends.

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez described the Reddit 
episode as “a weird collision of social forces and 

economic factors.” Weirder still is the connection to 
the wonderous world of SPACs.

Special purpose acquisition companies (SPACs, 
for short) are shell companies taken public by a 
group of investors through the standard initial public 
offering (IPO) process. However, unlike most public 
companies, they typically have no operations and 
purely serve as a vessel for merging with a private 
firm within a specified timeframe. A successful 
merger with a SPAC converts the target firm into a 
public entity, granting it access to public funds almost 
overnight.

This alternative means of going public is gaining 
popularity for its relative swiftness and economy. 
SPACs allow companies to sidestep having to procure 
a syndicate of underwriters, advisors, and lawyers in 
a complex process which can quickly become drawn 
out and expensive. Along with the option of direct 
listing, SPACs are cutting out the financiers and 
institutional investors that have long benefitted from 
the traditional IPO arrangement.

SPACs outraised IPOs in 2020 for the first time 
ever, with a 460% year-over-year increase in terms 
of proceeds raised. Further, many big names are now 
piling into the shell company craze, including former 
NBA player Shaquille O’Neal and rapper Jay-Z. The 
trend is expected to continue.

This constellation of developments is part of a 
broader cultural shift. Legacy institutions are being 
disrupted on multiple fronts. From the counterculture 
movement of the ‘60s, to Occupy Wall Street in 
the new century, to Robinhood, crypto, celeb-
sponsored Reddit raids and SPACs today, a clear anti-
establishment through line can be drawn. However, 
unlike the disruptive movements of yore, the present 
moment takes on a distinctly capitalist flavour.

Interesting questions remain. Should online 
speech be limited in the name of market stability? 
Do the benefits of democratizing capital markets 
outweigh the costs? Should retail traders be protected 
from themselves? Has the efficient market hypothesis 
been invalidated? Is the meme stock and its attendant 
volatility here to stay?

As the general public and regulators struggle to 
keep up with these fast-evolving trends, the new 
questions they raise promise to be met, in time, with 
still more interesting answers.

I. “The risk of exposure to COVID-19 that the 
child will face if she or he is in school, or is not in 
school;

II. Whether the child, or a member of the 
child’s family, is at increased risk from COVID-19 as a 
result of health conditions or other risk factors;

III. The risk the child faces to their mental 
health, social development, academic development, 
or psychological well-being from learning online;

IV. Any proposed or planned measures to 
alleviate any of the risks noted above;

V. The child’s wishes, if they can be reasonably 
ascertained; and

VI. The ability of the parent or parents with 
whom the child will be residing during school days 
to support online learning, including competing 
demands of the parent or parents’ work, or caregiving 
responsibilities, or other demands.”

In analyzing both parents’ educational plans for 
Chloe in light of the above factors, Shelston J. held 
that it was in Chloe’s best interest to attend school 
in-person. The Justice reasoned that Chloe’s ADHD 
was not a condition that put her at a greater risk of 
exposure to COVID-19 in school. 

Ms. Volk made several additional submissions 
in support of her position which were dismissed by 
the judge. She submitted that she and her partner, 
Chloe’s stepfather, were at increased risk of negative 
outcomes if they contracted COVID-19 due to her 
unresolved kidney issues and his asthma and high 
blood pressure. Shelston J. found that the medical 
evidence submitted was insufficient to allow a finding 
of increased risk to Ms. Volk or her partner. Ms. Volk 
had also submitted that Chloe’s mental health would 
suffer if she were allowed to attend school in-person 
and then be required to switch to remote learning 
due to the instability. Shelston J. agreed but pointed 
out that when all Ontario schools switched from 

in-person to remote learning in March 2020, Chloe’s 
mental health had not been negatively impacted. 

Despite this, Ms. Volk was partially successful 
on the issue of contempt. Shelston J. agreed that 
by making a unilateral decision to enroll Chloe in 
in-person school, Mr. Kaszap breached the 2007 final 
order of Justice Labrosse. This being said, because 
a finding of contempt is an option of last resort, 
Shelston J. exercised discretion under Rule 1(8) of the 
Family Law Rules and ordered that Mr. Kaszap pay 
Ms. Volk’s costs associated with the motion rather 
than find him in contempt of the 2007 order. 

The decision offers no insight as to whether or to 
what extent both parties tried to resolve their issues 
outside of the courtroom. If the parties had turned 
to mediation or a collaborative law process instead 
of litigation, their problems likely could have been 
resolved faster and at less of a financial and emotional 
cost to both parties, and, most importantly, to Chloe.

continued from Page 7 ›
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Arab Spring: How demands for reform continue to 
echo across the MENA nations 10 years later

It has been ten years since the revolutionary high 
of the 2011 Arab Spring protests rippled across the 
Middle East and North African nations, underscoring 
the heavily fragmented nature of relations between 
rulers and the ruled. Despite the wave of protests 
that erupted in nations across the region, there 
were limited victories, and, to this day, the political 
and economic crises that fueled the protests remain 
largely unresolved.

The Beginning of a Revolution: 
In January 2011, the self-immolation of a Tunisian 

street vendor played a pivotal role for years to come in 
the future of civil society and government relations 
across Arabic-speaking nations in the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) region. Tunisian protestors 
galvanized shortly after Mohamed Bouazizi, a street 
vendor in Tunisia, took his own life in response 
to police officers attempting to shut down his 
business without warrant. The protests emerged in 
retaliation of and frustration with the regime, ripe 
with economic and political corruption. As they 
demonstrated against government corruption and 
the autocratic president, Tunisian’s were ultimately 
successful in their pursuit for regime change.

As the success in Tunisia echoed across state 
boundaries into neighbouring nations, anti-
government demonstrations erupted across the MENA 
nations, from protestors demanding human rights 
reforms in Bahrain, to a government crackdown in 
Libya, to the president of Yemen stepping down in 
response to massive political protests. These pro-
democratic uprisings spread rapidly, effectively 
toppling the governments of Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, 
and Yemen. However, despite the successes of these 
anti-government protests, these uprisings played 
an instrumental role in enabling the emergence of 
civil wars and paving the path for the resurgence of 
dictatorships across some MENA nations. In Yemen, 
Syria, and Libya, the violent suppression that 
closely followed the protests set forth the onset of 
overwhelming conflict that continues to this day.

Constructing Divisions and Crises: 
In the years following the uprisings, political 

elites manipulated the sectarian and ethnic divides 
within the nations, seeking to reinforce and heighten 
the norms of inequality. Political elites leveraged the 

humna wasim › Deputy news eDItor

increased division within these nations to secure 
their position and protect their political power 
in the face of mounting challenges and threats to 
their supremacy. Resultantly, these elites played a 
crucial role in suspending and aggravating conflict 
in many MENA nations following the Arab Spring 
by fragmenting the collective effort of civil society 
protests in a desperate grab for power. 

In Syria, Bashar al-Assad developed a strategic 
narrative to frame the protestors as Islamic 
extremists, which invoked fears of a Sunni backlash 
across Syria and dismantled the collective effort of the 
uprising. In Egypt, the political Islam that emerged 
under the Muslim Brotherhood after toppling 
Hosni Mubarak was heralded as a key element in 
heightening violence against minorities and sectarian 
groups. Similarly, in Bahrain, protestors were framed 
as ‘fifth columnists’ who were acting on behalf of 
Iran, and as the protests were defeated, King Hamad 
declared that an “external plot” had been thwarted. 
In the years that followed the Arab Spring uprisings, 
civil society protests became increasingly isolated 
as regimes promptly and violently cracked down on 
oppositions. 

A Present Shaped by Past Demands:
As a result, the years following the protests were 

largely shaped by a struggle for reasserting sovereign 
power in response to shifting international and 
national pressures. Yet, many of the systemic factors 
that fueled the protests in 2011 remained unresolved. 
There was a continued unwillingness on the part 
of political elites to address the underlying social, 
economic and political factors which fueled civil 
unrest and frustration. Consequently, the grievances 
of civil society across much of the MENA region 
remained unresolved, prompting instances of violent 
confrontation between the rulers and the ruled over 
the continued unresponsiveness of the state. These 
moments of unrest continued to shape the region 
across much of the 20th century as economic and 
social vulnerabilities continued to heighten and 
national unrest continued to ripple across the region. 

By 2015, it was estimated that 53% of the MENA 
region’s population required support from non-state 
actors. In 2019, massive protests erupted once more 
across Lebanon and Iraq. In Lebanon, the protests 

launched in response to the government’s plan to 
impose a tax on WhatsApp, however the underlying 
frustration was fueled by the mounting economic 
crisis plaguing the nation. Protests against the Iraqi 
government were led by thousands of youth activists 
who demanded economic and government reform in 
the face of pervasive corruption. The protests in Iraq 
were met with a violent repression by the state and by 
sectarian militias, halting political protests at the cost 
of further intensifying frustrations with the current 
system. 

An Uncertain Future:
The resurgence of protests across the MENA 

nations provides a stark reminder that the people 
are continuing to rebel against many of the same 
issues which sparked the Arab Spring protests in 
2011. It is largely unsurprising that widespread 
anger and frustration has paved the way for further 
instances of protest and demands for political and 
economic reform. As political elites continue to 
rely upon suppression and violent crackdowns to 
respond to civil unrest, the underlying causes of the 
protests remain unaddressed to this day. While elites 
have desperately clung to power, they have neither 
restored stability or confidence in the government as 
the grievances that fuelled the anger of civil society 
continues to intensify. 

Frustration is smouldering across the MENA 
nations, and the region remains in a long and difficult 
battle ahead as the pandemic has further amplified 
economic strife. The future of the MENA nations 
remains uncertain and until these deeper economic 
and political issues have been addressed, it is clear 
that underlying frustrations will continue to fan 
the flames of civil uprisings and stanch processes of 
repression.

1L Summer Opportunities: Beyond the Recruit
By the time this article is published, reading week 

will be over. Many 1Ls will have interviewed with 
top firms through the first year recruit, only to face 
a subsequent rejection letter or simply be “ghosted”. 
Others will not have gotten any interviews at all.

While rejection can be disappointing, it’s 
important to remember that most 1Ls will not receive 
a summer placement as a result of the OCI process. 
Furthermore, OCI results may be as much a reflection 
of good (or bad) luck as they are of your performance 
during the year or during interviews. There are many 
other opportunities to have a productive summer, 
and your energy may be better spent turning to 
these alternatives than “crying over spilled milk.” Of 
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course, it is natural and fine to feel disappointed and 
to briefly mourn the opportunities you may have been 
very emotionally invested in.

Some other options include applying to firms 
that did not participate in OCIs, applying through 
the Osgoode Summer Internship Program (OSIP), 
applying for a job through Osgoode, applying to other 
summer jobs inside or outside of the legal field, or 
planning to work on a pet project.

There are still many opportunities to apply for a 
summer position at law firms that did not participate 
in the 1L recruit. In particular, if you come from 
a smaller town or city, you may find some luck 
contacting firms in your area directly to see whether 

they are hiring law students for the summer. Some 
small firms may advertise summer positions on their 
websites, but as one anonymous Osgoode student has 
informed me, there is success to be found in “cold-
emailing” firms as well. Small firms may hire on an 
as-needed basis rather than having an established 
and consistent summer program, so you may also find 
success emailing to ask about openings later on in the 
semester (see the “NALP Guide” under “Summer 
Positions” in the MyCareer Resource Library).

The Osgoode Summer Internship Program 
(OSIP) is a program that offers up to $10 thousand in 
funding to Osgoode JD students involved in certain 
unpaid or underpaid summer opportunities. Most  

continued on Page 11 ›
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Nearly one year on, where are the paid sick days?
It has been nearly one year since the World Health 

Organization declared COVID-19 a pandemic. It 
has been more than one year since Canada reported 
its first case of the virus: carried into Canada by an 
international traveler. In March of last year, Ontario 
declared an emergency under the Emergency 
Management and Civil Protection Act with the aim of 
curtailing the spread of the virus.

Within the last year, Ontarians—and others, 
of course—have experienced waves of  lockdowns, 
restrictions on certain liberties, fears of the virus, 
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and have been subject to changing and confusing 
requirements. As of February 14th of this year, 6,693 
people in Ontario have died of COVID-19, and more 
than 280,000 have contracted the virus.

But COVID-19 is not experienced uniformly 
throughout society. Data suggests that the COVID-
19 pandemic is experienced more sharply by those 
with lower incomes and by recent immigrants. Many 
Ontarians have been working from home since last 
year, but not all workers have the same luxury. In the 
case of many migrant farm workers, for example, the 

necessity of in-person physical labour is sometimes 
combined with living conditions that make it 
challenging to physically distance.

Throughout multiple waves, changing 
recommendations, and increasingly dire infection 
data, one thing has remained constant: Ontario does 
not require paid sick days for workers. This needs to 
change.

 
 
placements are student-sourced, but there are also 
several established placements (see the “OSIP Info 
Session” recording under “Internships and Conference 
Opportunities” in the MyCareer Resource Library). 
The application deadline for this program is March 1. 

There is also an opportunity to find work through 
Osgoode itself. A popular example is working as 
a Research Assistant for a professor. While these 
positions are often listed in the MyCareer portal, I’ve 
been informed that it can also be useful to reach out to 
professors who you have formed a relationship with, 
and to let them know that you would be interested if 
they have any work available for the summer. 

There are other options outside of Osgoode and 
its programs, as well. For example, there is nothing 

wrong with applying to summer jobs besides student 
positions at law firms. Working as a receptionist or in a 
similar job in a firm can give you some exposure to the 
legal profession in practice, and even jobs that don’t 
appear to be law-related can still help you develop 
valuable transferable skills. For example, a summer 
job in sales or service can help develop “soft skills” 
in communication and conflict management as you 
deal with customers and resolve small problems that 
inevitably arise.

Finally, you could use the summer to work on a 
pet project that may have been neglected during the 
school year. Some students might develop a website 
(eg. a personal website, a blog, or an informative 
website), work on a large creative project (eg. a book, 
film, or screenplay) or even start a business. Ontario’s 
Summer Company project provides start-up money 

and mentorship to qualifying Ontarian students under 
the age of 29. The deadline for that program is April 29.

Remember, the list above is non-exhaustive. 
Students might decide to volunteer their time to a 
worthy cause, spend time caring for family members, 
or even take the summer off as a sort of “last hurrah” 
before seeking out a legal position the following 
summer. In previous years, some students have 
spent time travelling, anticipating that it would only 
become more difficult as they establish themselves 
and settle down in a certain area. The important thing 
to note is that there are plenty of productive summer 
opportunities besides landing a position at a firm 
through the 1L recruit. So, chin up – and good luck! 
My fingers are crossed for you.

The culture of mentorship at McMillan truly sets it 
apart. Junior lawyers get meaningful experience 
early on in their careers, and are surrounded by 
the resources and guidance they need to 
succeed. For me, this has translated into 
fascinating, challenging work with colleagues at 
all levels that I know I can count on.

      
Calie Adamson
Partner, Litigation & Dispute Resolution Group

continued on Page 12 ›
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This story is meant to be a follow up to my good 
friend Brandon’s informative piece on GameStop from 
Issue 8. I’ve been following this saga from the very 
beginning and am very much in the camp of the retail 
investor, so take what I’m going to say with a grain of 
salt. With that being said, what has happened with 
$GME is, and I don’t put this lightly, one of the most 
disgusting things I have ever been a part of.

Look, I’m not here to try to shill that GameStop 
had new and improved fundamentals that justified 
its meteoric rise into the mid hundreds. Anyone 
who tries to push that narrative is likely a Reddit 
troll trying to undermine what actually happened. It 
should be abundantly clear that this was never a long-
term play, but it was definitely a play worth making. 
Let’s back up to the start.

When I say GameStop, what do you think of? 
Probably that store in the mall near the food court 
that sold video games for $80 plus tax but offered 
you $2.25 in store credit if you offered to trade in that 
exact same game. The gaming industry is booming, 
but GameStop’s business model was quickly 
becoming obsolete. With the huge increase in the 
digital market for purchasing games, the store’s days 
were numbered. This was the reasoning of huge hedge 
funds and institutional investors, who put billions of 
dollars into shorting the stock. By shorting the stock, 
these funds were betting that the stock price would 
go down and they would make money if this were the 
case. 

Unfortunately for these poor, poor hedge funds, 
retail investors on Reddit began to catch wind that 
140% of the available shares of GameStop were being 
shorted. Yes, 140%. But Luke, if 100% represents 
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A GameStop Story all available shares of a company, how on earth did 
these institutional investors manage to short 140%? 
What gives? Well, without getting too into the weeds, 
this practice is known as “naked shorting” and is 
inherently illegal. Essentially, big hedge funds are 
short selling shares that have not been confirmed to 
exist. When I learned about this, it seemed like only a 
matter of time before it went wrong. If the 2008 crash 
was the nuclear bomb, this must have at least been a 
missile.

As Redditors on the subreddit WallStreetBets 
learned about this, they swarmed like crazy by 
buying up shares to force the shorts to close their 
position and thus rocket the price to the moon. This 
occurrence is known as a “short squeeze.” On January 
4 of this year, the price was at $17.25, already up 400% 
from that point last year. But we were just getting 
started. 24 days later, the price rose to over $400 and 
showed no signs of stopping. At that point, it should 
have been obvious that hedge funds weren’t going to 
willingly lose billions of dollars. What I didn’t expect 
were the debatably illegal lengths these funds would 
go to manipulate the stock. How naïve I was.

There were an incredible amount of tactics used 
by these institutional investors to manipulate the 
market into thinking that GameStop wasn’t the best 
play anymore. Bots swarmed the subreddit to shill 
other investment opportunities and to sell GameStop 
immediately. Some of you may have seen the media 
reporting on Redditors flocking to the commodity 
silver, the next guaranteed short squeeze! This was a 
planted story to push the hype away from GameStop 
and kill any possibility of a real short squeeze. 
Big media outlets like CNN, CNBC, Barrons, and 
Bloomberg continued pushing fake news (sorry, I had 
to use the term) to drive the price down. However, all 

of this was nothing compared to what has to be the 
most despicable thing I’ve ever seen from Wall Street. 
You know, the Wall Street that promotes free trade 
and capitalism!

Several major stockbrokers like Robinhood and 
WeBull, without telling anyone, restricted trading 
to retail investors to “protect them from volatility.” 
Robinhood is a broker founded on the basis of 
supporting the idea that anyone could be successful 
trading stocks. It was the broker of choice for the large 
majority of the WallStreetBets investors. But fear not 
investors! While you aren’t allowed to buy any of 
these volatile stocks ($GME, $BB, $NOK, $AMC, etc.), 
you are allowed to sell your position! It’s laughable 
that Robinhood, a name based on the character who 
embodied integrity, bravery, and protecting the little 
guy, was one of the main suspects in defrauding the 
little investor from their money.

While the end of this saga is yet to be written, I’ll 
be keeping a close eye on how the Securities Exchange 
Commission (SEC) manages the fallout. I’ll be sure to 
make a final writeup once the dust has settled. As 
I’m writing this, I see there are a few articles coming 
out noting that the SEC are investigating the events 
for market manipulation. Thankfully, there might be 
a happy ending to the story. Wait, what’s that? Oh, 
the SEC is actually investigating the WallStreetBets 
subreddit to “assess whether such posts were part of 
a manipulative effort to drive up share prices?” 

Yeah, I’m sorry Wall Street but I can’t do this 
anymore. It’s not me, it’s you.

 UPDATE: At the time of writing, GME sits 
at $52.40. The updated short percentage is publicly 
noted at 42% but some believe it is still being 
manipulated and sits above 100%.

The Need for Law School Interviews
There are many negative stereotypes surrounding 

lawyers, such as being hyper-zealous, aggressive, 
soulless, and solely driven by monetary rewards. 
This stereotyping may be reinforced through the 
admission processes put in place by law schools in 
who they accept. To combat this stereotype, some law 
schools are creating classes, seminars, and workshops 
to promote ethical lawyering themes such as access 
to justice. Through the promotion of equitable access 
to justice and demonstrating the value of pro bono 
work, schools can help shape compassionate lawyers. 
However, there is a missing link between law schools 
promoting access to justice and lawyers wanting 
to implement an equitable approach to justice. 
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Therefore, law schools need to allow face to face 
interview processes to admit empathetic individuals 
which would provide the foundation to tangibly work 
towards increasing access to justice.

 As many have stated before, “The system is 
not broken. It was built this way” (Carmichael, 
“Anti-Black Systemic Racism in Legal Profession.”), 
Carmichael insinuates that the present legal 
system was created to underserve and criminalize 
minorities, and act as a monopoly catering towards 
the middle-upper, white echelon of society. The legal 
system reflects and supports the colonial, patriarchal 
and capitalist society in which we live. Backhouse 
makes note of this exclusiveness that “[t]he very 

concept of ‘professionalism’ has been inextricably 
linked [...] to masculinity, whiteness, class privilege, 
and Protestantism” (Backhouse 3). For decades, law 
schools have imposed restrictive guidelines regarding 
their educational and socioeconomic requirements on 
who could practice law, and inadvertently became the 
gatekeepers of who would access law. The supposed 
justice system was not set up to support justice, but 
to maintain white supremacy. By finding empathetic 
individuals to become law students would help 
shape the future of law into a more equitable justice 
system. Whilst the Canadian government could 
provide more support to the legal system in regards 
to providing equitable services, lawyers must also be  

 

In 2017, under the previous Ontario government, 
the Ontario legislature passed the Fair Workplaces, 
Better Jobs Act. It amended the Employment 
Standards Act to include a modest two paid personal 
emergency leave days and eight unpaid personal 
emergency leave days. These days could be used 
for personal illness (i.e. sick days) or under other, 
specified circumstances.

Ontario repealed those provisions in 2018 
through the Making Ontario Open for Business Act 
and substituted a minimum requirement of three 
unpaid days of sick leave per year for employees.

While many have comfortably and safely worked 
from home during this pandemic (myself included), 
others have been shamefully left out. Grocery store 
workers, for example, have called for paid sick days 
so that they do not have to choose between their 
health and their paycheques. It seems wrong to have 
a province of hand-painted “thank you, frontline 
workers” signs in windows but no paid sick days to 
supplement the sentiment. The expectations placed 
on many frontline workers has remained largely 
unchanged despite the pandemic: they still commute 
to work, respond to supervisors and the public, and 
do their job. Now they must do it while trying not to 
get themselves or others sick.

But there is hope. Ontario’s legislature, which 
was adjourned December 8th of last year to February 
16th, has Bill 239 before it. If enacted, it would amend 
the Employment Standards Act to entitle employees 
to seven paid and three unpaid days of personal 
emergency leave annually. Such leave could be 
applied to personal illness or other circumstances 
specified in the legislation.

One thing this pandemic has shown is that it is 
not experienced uniformly across society. While 
paid sick days are not a panacea, some of these 
deep inequities can be lessened if we move toward a 
system in which workers do not suddenly experience 
a drop in pay when they are simply ill.

continued on Page 13›
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actively willing to support and represent underserved 
communities and individuals. One way in which 
they can aid in this process is by implementing new 
admission strategies such as face to face interviews.

There are disadvantages for face-to-face 
interviews from interview bias to interview anxiety, 
yet interviews have been an integral part of job 
processes and other fashions of schooling admittance, 
such as medical schools. Currently, the primary 
method to assess candidates’ personalities is through 
their personal essays. Personal essays, although 
individualistic, are catered to create a persona a 
school desires, yet can be far from the reality of the 
actual individual. While personal essays can be a 
useful tool for admissions, students can easily falsify 
or exaggerate their personal and academic success. 

There are two main advantages of interviews in 
the law admission setting. Firstly, implementing 
interviews will provide candidates the opportunity 
to authenticate and elaborate on their personal essays 
whilst demonstrating their personality. Interviews 
can allow candidates to apply their personal 
experiences to law related scenarios. This connection 
would not normally be available exclusively 
through personal essays. Secondly, interviews 
allow for admission panels to identify empathy 
and interpersonal skills, both which should be 
considered essential to becoming a successful lawyer. 
Law schools can help develop these characteristics; 

however, every individual should innately have these 
traits as they should want to increase their services 
to marginalized communities. We must treat access 
to justice as an essential service just like universal 
healthcare. As Trevor Farrow puts it, “It is for this 
reason that we should all care about and understand, 
at least to some extent, what justice is and how to 
access it, as we do in the case of health care” (Farrow 
963). If interviews are necessary for medical schools 
to admit empathetic individuals to be our next 
generation of medical providers, law schools need 
to use that same emotional capacity measurement to 
choose the future lawyers.

Similarly, to the medical profession, the law 
as a profession should, as Hutchison states, be “a 
sophisticated structure of organization, a formal 
learning process, and the spirit of public service” 
(Hutchison 9). Hutchison describes elements of 
administrative processes as well as the passion 
aspect that drives a person’s decisions to enter law.  
Lawyers should possess some degree of empathy as 
well as an inherent desire to support underserved 
communities and individuals.  Empathy can serve 
as a motivating force for lawyers to create equitable 
access to justice in neglected communities; thus, 
shifting the influence for choice of cases from 
monetary to moral. Furthermore, Hutchison states, 
“[Law’s] distinguishing feature from other callings 
is that lawyers […] have ‘great power to influence the 
private lives and public affairs and, correspondingly, 
great responsibility to [their] clients and community” 

(Hutchison 9). Lawyers hold certain privileges and 
must be able to take responsibility in creating more 
diverse and equitable access to justice.

Between law schools’ traditional methods of 
admission, lack of access to justice, and lawyers’ onus 
to their community, there must be change starting 
with who will be allowed to become a lawyer, with 
the institution of interviews. Our Canadian law 
schools mirror our common law judicial system in the 
way that they are stable and dependable, while being 
dynamic and having the ability to change. There is 
an equity problem pertaining to access to justice 
across Canadian communities rooted in the set-up 
of our justice system and the responsibility falls on 
lawyers. Introducing interview aspects throughout 
all Canadian law schools to admit empathetic 
individuals can allow for an increase to access to 
justice.
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Meme Law? The Realities of  
Lawyering the Internet

Emme Montgomery, better known by her online 
handle Negaoryx, has recently gone viral over her 
takedown of a troll in the comments of her Twitch 
stream. Those of you who proudly or shamefully 
lurk the web may remember her from another viral 
incident, one that led to her becoming known as the 
“Last of Us bunny girl.” During a livestream of herself 
playing the highly popular adventure game The Last 
of Us, Montgomery encounters a rabbit in-game to 
which she reacts, “That’s the cutest f—king thing 
I’ve ever seen in my entire life.” After she utters the 
now-infamous line, the rabbit is immediately killed 
by an arrow and Montgomery cries out in distress. 
This clip was reposted countless times and eventually 
mutated into bastardized formats including a green-
screen type overlay where it was made to look like 
Montgomery was reacting to different scenes. Still, 
it doesn’t take long for the internet hate machine 
to start churning. In an interview with Kotaku, 
Montgomery vividly describes her experience after 
her clip’s explosion in popularity. She recounts how 
she received hate mail and death threats “from people 
who [thought she was] being too sensitive about 
games she [wasn’t] even playing.” It was at this point 
the lawyers made an appearance:

Montgomery discussed with her lawyer the very 
real possibility of somebody creating a clip in which 
she teared up over Nazi imagery. Could she pursue 
legal action over that? Should she? Then there were the 
non-hypothetical situations, like the time somebody 
made her into a playable avatar in virtual reality game 
VRChat… “[My lawyer] was like ‘I’m gonna [sic] be 
honest with you: I’ve handled these cases for other 
people before. You can do claims to have them take 
it down, but full disclosure: Every [sic] single woman 
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that I’ve assisted to do that, it backfires on them. They 
will send their communities after you.’ I will never 
forget this: He [sic] said, word for word, ‘They will 
make every day of your life a living hell.’

This recollection of Montgomery’s plight is an 
extremely illustrative example of the frontiers of 
property law and the unfortunate realities of law’s 
limitations. There are well-established bodies of work 
surrounding concepts such as slander, defamation, 
and use of imagery. However, the law is now 
regularly being asked to resolve disputes surrounding 
evanescent topics such as ownership of one’s personal 
identity, property rights of virtual content, and 
technology that is advancing so fast that a creature as 
lethargic as law may find it nearly impossible to keep 
up. What legal recourse do I have if someone creates a 
fake online profile of me, or if someone uses my face 
and body in a meme? What if they don’t use my name 
and no one knows it’s me except for my friends and 
colleagues – is that still punishable? With the push of 
a button, a smartphone can apply a mesh of someone 
else’s likeness over your own while still allowing you 
to speak and use facial expressions, and the result can 
sometimes be indistinguishable from the real thing. 
The same device can also allow you to spread content 
to millions of other people in seconds. With this kind 
of power and massive scale, it is inevitable that the 
legal problems of the future are here now, particularly 
concerning controlling one’s own identity and the 
spread of misinformation. 

However, as Montgomery’s lawyer cautioned 
her, it isn’t that the law provides no avenues to deal 
with her issue – the real problem is enforcement and 
its aftermath. If we consider that the law is meant 
to provide some semblance of justice to parties who 

have been injured, how can it be sufficient that 
the mechanisms to resolve an issue exist when it is 
evident that these mechanisms cannot be practically 
applied without further injury to the same party? 
Though perpetually playing catchup, formal law 
does eventually attempt to address new and evolving 
issues; this is not the concern raised by Montgomery’s 
story. Instead, the sense is that there needs to be 
practicable regulation regimes instituted for online 
communities and emerging technology, not just a set 
of terms to be agreed to and ignored. This is easy to 
say, but incredibly difficult to implement due to the 
aforementioned massive scale involved and the hazy 
border these undertakings share with undesirable 
censorship. As the developing story of the Amanda 
Todd cyberbullying case shows, there is hope that the 
anonymity of the internet can’t hide abusers forever 
and they can in fact be held accountable for their 
actions online. This is but one step in a new possible 
direction. 

For her part, Montgomery has moved on and has 
come to terms with the proliferation of her image 
into the “memeverse” and beyond. She has not let the 
harassers destroy her life, yet she still acknowledges 
how she felt powerless to stop them. These are the 
realities of our society. and institutions like the law 
must not be frightened away from continuing to 
come up with novel ways to combat issues relating to 
access to justice – especially not by some trolls on the 
internet.

Sources: 
https://kotaku.com/for-the-streamer-from-the-

last-of-us-bunny-meme-virali-1846183478
https://globalnews.ca/news/7637647/amanda-

todd-accused-cyberbully-aydin-coban-appears-
court/
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Review: The Wire
The Wire is a cop drama. The Wire is a study of 

the systemic and institutional racism that remains 
incredibly relevant in North America today. The Wire 
is a character study of some of the most common 
yet elusive American people—those who you don’t 
learn about in history textbooks, but those who are 
inherent in every society.

There are many different ways to describe The 
Wire but none of these definitions do the show the 
justice it deserves. The beauty of The Wire, like some 
of history’s greatest television, is that it pulls on your 
heartstrings. It somehow magnificently straddles 
the line between fiction and reality while creating 
storylines and characters that ring true to viewers. 

I have spent too much time trying to convince 
others to give this show its fair shot. It is not a show 
you can just dive into and understand completely. 
Yet, I can guarantee that someone who watches all 
five seasons will not regret one second of the time 
they spent watching. Therefore, this is not a pitch for 
you to watch The Wire. In this review, I will simply 
be describing to you why I think this show is so 
incredible. 

One of the primary reasons I think that The Wire 
is so impactful is because of the way it reflects the 
decline of American exceptionalism—the belief that 
the United States is somehow “better” than other 
countries. The term becomes easier to understand 
with historical context; following the Second World 
War, some Americans held a sort of elitist belief that 
their country was inherently more exceptional than 
other countries. The successes of the Marshall Plan 
only reinforced this belief, but once the 70s rolled 
around and Americans headed off to the jungles of 
Vietnam, this belief began to disintegrate. Through 
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the inequality-ridden Reagan years, and eventually 
with the failures in the Middle East, it became evident 
that American exceptionalism was a myth—the 
country could preach democracy and liberal ideals 
endlessly around the globe, but these ideals were not 
being fulfilled domestically. Being unable to fulfill 
these ideals meant that BIPOC Americans were still 
being systematically discriminated against in almost 
every context, including in the health care system, in 
the housing markets, and in voting contexts. Frankly, 
they still are.

The Wire is able to illustrate this struggle in a 
way that feels incredibly real and hits home for the 
viewer. The show provides us with a small glimpse 
into the lives of the inner-city gangsters, who have 
no other choice but to sell drugs and commit crimes 
to live a half-decent life. We see how a crooked police 
department operates; how good police work is almost 
non-existent, but political corruption runs rampant. 
We even see how drug addicts can try—and maybe 
even successfully—quit drugs, but we also see how 
when someone escapes the deadly cycle of poverty, 
another young person fills the void. 

The Wire shows that the United States is not 
exceptional. Instead, it reveals the opposite: 
How broken the country really is. It tackles the 
notion of American exceptionalism in small 
fragments, demonstrating how a variety of different 
demographics are all trapped in relentless cycles of 
systemic and institutional failures.

The other reason that The Wire is so special is 
its way of storytelling. The Wire is a television show 
that one watches in the same manner that one reads 
a rather complicated book like Game of Thrones. 
It weaves together the storylines and interactions 

of many different characters into one overarching 
narrative. 

Many people have trouble getting through the 
first two seasons of the show, and I strongly believe 
it is because of the storytelling manner. The creators 
of the show train the viewer to watch it throughout 
the first few seasons; eventually, the story structure 
becomes evident, familiar, and more consumable. 
However, those that watch the first few seasons 
sometimes find themselves confused—lost in the 
array of different characters. Dedication is rewarded, 
and once the structure becomes familiar, confusion 
becomes non-existent, and the characters and 
storylines begin to gel and mesh together in ways that 
only The Sopranos can match. 

This brings me to my final point: The characters. 
I do not want to go into too much depth and risk 
spoiling anything so I will remain relatively brief and 
refer to only one character—Omar. Omar is morally 
ambiguous in an indescribable way. He robs drug 
dealers, but he doesn’t use any drugs personally. He 
is smart in the way that he does stupid things. He 
is twisted, but he is principled—it is just that those 
principles are extremely difficult to decipher. Omar is 
just one of the many characters you meet throughout 
the show, but he remains one of the most impactful, 
most notably in the way that it is so difficult to 
determine whether he is a villain or a hero.

Barack Obama once called The Wire, “one of the 
greatest pieces of art in the last few decades.” If this 
article was not sufficient to convince you, then the 
words of the former President should be. 

This is why I find The Wire so impactful. And if 
you have made it this far in my article, maybe you 
should give the show a try.

Happy watching!

My Music: Bach
J.S. Bach hardly needs an introduction. I could 

have named the article “My Music: Bach” and you 
most likely would have known whom I was talking 
about—notwithstanding the fact that there are a 
number of other fine composers named Bach. Indeed, 
Bach’s reputation is such that, while his music is 
unquestionably great, I sometimes wonder whether 
he unfairly overshadows his contemporaries. Are we 
still beholden to a nineteenth-century conception of 
history that places J.S. at the pinnacle of eighteenth-
century music? What if, instead of a revival of interest 
of Bach’s work, there had been a rediscovery of, say, 
Rameau? I don’t think it is fair to say that Bach is 
categorically better than Rameau or his son C.P.E. 
Bach. We may prefer one over the other. We may also 
find certain pieces especially compelling. But the 
horse race has its limits as an analytical tool. If you 
listen attentively, you will find that they are simply 
different composers—each has his own, distinct 
musical voice.

For now, however, I have to leave Rameau and 
C.P.E. to one side. Onto J.S.’s music. I focus here on the 
instrumental works because (i) I know them better, 
and (ii) this article would be too long if I tried to cover 
the vocal music as well.

Keyboard Music
There is tons of this stuff. Of the big sets, I like 

the French Suites the best. The “French” label was 
slapped on by a biographer and doesn’t really have 
anything to do with the music. The “Suites” part is 
correct though. Each piece comprises a series of six or 
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seven stylized dances. I would highlight No. 4 (E-flat 
major) and No. 5 (G major), which contain some of 
Bach’s warmest and most lyrical keyboard music. 
None of this, of course, is to impugn the quality of the 
other two books of dance suites: the English Suites 
(similarly, not English in any meaningful sense) 
and Partitas. Or, for that matter, the Well-Tempered 
Clavier or Goldberg Variations. I just find the French 
Suites particularly accessible. If you have lots of time, 
listen to all of them. You won’t be disappointed.

For the one-offs, I recommend the Italian 
Concerto. This time the adjective is apt. Although 
the piece is written for a solo keyboardist, it is 
meant to imitate the three-part Italian (i.e., Vivaldi) 
concertos that Bach admired and transcribed. 
Remaining faithful to that model, it has two lively 
outer movements (especially the third) and a delicate, 
song-like middle panel.

Other Solos
The Cello Suites and Sonatas and Partitas remain 

at the cores of the cello and violin repertoires. While 
later composers have written works for solo cello 
and solo violin (some of which are first-rate), all of 
them have had to contend with the monumentality 
of Bach’s achievement. It is difficult to write good 
solo string music. The instruments are really 
designed to play melodies—i.e., single lines. But 
Bach makes them, especially the violin, sustain the 
sort of textures (contrapuntal, chordal) that you 
would expect to hear in keyboard music or music for 
ensembles. The result is never boring, even though 
Bach only has one player, four strings, and a bow at 
his disposal in each instance.

Ideally, you should listen to all of the Suites and 
all of the Sonatas/Partitas. That would take four 

hours or so of your time. It makes sense to start with 
the most popular piece in each set: the G Major Cello 
Suite (No. 1) and the D Minor Violin Partita (No. 2). 
These are constructed like the French Suites, as a 
series of relatively short movements based on dance 
rhythms. However, Bach breaks the pattern with the 
fifth movement of the latter, the Chaconne—a 12-15-
minute (depending on the performance) soliloquy for 
solo violin. And if you get tired of the violin version—
though I don’t see why anyone would—you can listen 
to the piano transcription (really a rewrite) by Busoni.

I note that the three Sonatas for solo violin 
are slightly different from the Suites and Partitas. 
They follow the four-movement sonata da chiesa 
(church sonata) format: a slow prelude, fugal second 
movement, melodic third movement, and fast finale. 
The C Major (No. 3), with a fugue that approaches 
the Chaconne in majesty, is the grandest. That said, 
its slow movement, a Largo, contains some of Bach’s 
most intimate music.

Music for Ensembles
I will devote this section to orchestral music. 

There isn’t much of it (and even less chamber music). 
That is because the orchestra as we know it did not 
exist in the early eighteenth century. The variety of 
configurations used in the four Orchestral Suites and, 
even more so, the Brandenburg Concertos reflects 
the ad hoc nature of larger ensembles during Bach’s 
lifetime. So does the fact that Bach freely arranged 
his solo concertos for different instruments and 
occasions—the D Major Keyboard Concerto (BWV 
1054), for example, is just the E Major Violin Concerto 
(BWV 1042) with extra notes to ensure that the 
keyboardist doesn’t get bored and transposed down 
a whole tone.
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The Brandenburg Concertos are, as a set, 
obligatory listening. However, if forced to choose one, 
I would probably pick the fifth, in D Major. It has my 
favourite concertino (group of soloists)—harpsichord, 
violin, and flute—and a pioneering cadenza for the 
keyboardist. Two-thirds of the way through the 
first movement, everyone else stops playing, and 
the harpsichord gets about three minutes to show 
off. It is a wonderful way of subverting the Baroque 
instrumental hierarchy, in which the keyboard 
typically plays a supporting role, and exploring the 
harpsichord’s expressive potential.

As a violinist, it would be remiss of me not to 
mention the Violin Concertos, including the Double 
Concerto (BWV 1043). To be sure, there are later, 
longer, and more virtuosic concertos. But the two 
solo concertos and Double Concerto remain canonic—
deservedly so, given their abundance of instantly 
appealing and memorable ideas. Their keyboard 
counterparts are just as splendid. My choices are the E 
Major (BWV 1053) and A Major (BWV 1055). It is hard 
to take issue with the buoyant allegros and melodious 
middle movements.

A Word About Recordings
For obvious reasons, recordings are currently 

much more accessible than concerts. Fortunately 
(or unfortunately, depending on your point of 
view), Bach’s most popular compositions have been 
recorded many times over. A search for any one of the 
pieces mentioned herein will likely turn up several 
dozen recordings, if not more. They are not all of 
equal quality. Some of them are excellent; some are 
average; and some are bad. I hesitate to recommend 
specific performances, however, because there are 
in fact many good ones, and other listeners will have 
their own preferences. For example, I could direct 
you to, inter alia, Nathan Milstein’s 1973 rendition of 
the Sonatas and Partitas, Rachel Podger’s, or Isabelle 
Faust’s. All are, in my view, worth hearing. Listen 
widely, and arrive at your own conclusions. When in 
doubt, turn to one of the online databases or websites 
of reviews by credible critics. I’ve found plenty of fine 
recordings that way.

One final point. As with other Baroque 
composers, you will come across recordings using 
“modern” instruments (though many string 
instruments actually date from the eighteenth 
century) and others using “authentic/period” 

instruments, a.k.a. “historically informed” 
performances (HIP). The difference is that HIP 
practitioners use equipment modelled after that from 
Bach’s time (e.g., harpsichords instead of pianos). 
They also play in style that is believed, on the basis 
of documentary evidence, to be closer to what Bach 
would have heard in his day. Unsurprisingly, HIP 
has been controversial—not least of all because it 
is basically a late twentieth-century phenomenon. 
From an academic perspective, it is worth asking 
to what extent the aesthetic of HIP reflects 
contemporary, rather than eighteenth-century, 
proclivities. As an ordinary listener, it is better not 
to get involved in the debate. I do not think that the 
quality of a recording hinges on which instruments 
the musicians are playing. There are good “modern” 
instrument recordings and good “authentic/period” 
instrument recordings. It is far more important 
that the performance be true to the text and 
emotionally compelling. To his great credit, Bach’s 
scores can withstand—and indeed invite—diverse 
interpretations. His music was built to last. Clearly, 
it has.
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In a career full of accolades, the greatest moment 
in hockey legend Mark Messier’s time in the NHL 
came after a guarantee. As captain of the New York 
Rangers, Messier “guaranteed” his team would come 
back and defeat their rival New Jersey Devils in Game 
6 of the 1994 Eastern Conference Finals to tie the 
series. The man they call “Moose” delivered on that 
promise, scoring a hat trick and spurring the Rangers 
to the franchise’s first Stanley Cup since 1940.

But despite following through 27 years ago, 
Messier finds himself in a bit of a predicament, 
because one of his business partners couldn’t do the 
same.

In December, Messier filed a lawsuit in a New York 
trial court against Ed Moroz, the CEO of an Alberta 
Cannabis company called Destiny Bioscience, after 
Messier lost his $500,000 investment in the company.

Messier claims Moroz gave him a personal 
guarantee that the Edmonton, Alberta native would 
not lose on his investment. As seen above, Messier 
knows quite well the importance of a promise 
or personal guarantee, which Messier states was 
“essential” to persuading him to invest in the 
company.

According to public reports, “Destiny” is a 
“science-based cannabis genetics and tissue culture 
research and development company” that emerged 
following the legalization of cannabis in 2015 “…with 
a unique seed bank containing in excess of 700 rare 
heirloom and landrace strains of cannabis.”

Currently, Destiny doesn’t appear to be much 
more than a failed business venture. Per an order 
by the Court of Queen’s Bench of Alberta in May 
2020, Destiny is unable to make good on its financial 
obligations and is in receivership, with a debt of $42 
million. Creditors use receivership to seek financial 
recovery on unpaid contracts and the sale of Destiny’s 
assets and property could provide some relief.

Messier believes he is owed the amount reflecting 
the value of the 400,000 shares he purchased in 
Destiny. He is suing Moroz directly so he may avoid 
the barriers that come with trying to recoup assets 
from a company in financial distress like Destiny.

The Moose is Loose
nolan cattell › sports eDItor

How Mark Messier “guaranteed” himself another victory, this time in Court

continued on Page 16 ›
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Last Monday, the Toronto Maple Leafs and Ottawa 
Senators renewed acquaintances for the 150th 
meeting of the “Battle of Ontario”, with the two 
teams on polar opposite ends of the NHL Standings.

The Maple Leafs entered the game with the 
league’s best record of 11-3-1, pacing the rest of the 
NHL with 23 points. They had gotten off to one of the 
best starts in franchise history, surpassed only by the 
1993-94 campaign when they won each of their first 
10 games and a few seasons which pre-date World 
War II. After coming achingly close in recent years 
through multiple heart-breaking Game 7 losses to 
the Boston Bruins, the sense of optimism was slowly 
starting to creep in for Leafs Nation that this might 
finally be the year the team took the next step into 
becoming a Stanley Cup contender.

The Senators, on the other hand, took the ice with 
a record of 3-12-1: good for dead last among all 31 NHL 
teams with a lowly seven points. Many in Ottawa 
anticipated the Senators would struggle this season, 
as the team is currently in the midst of a full-blown 
rebuild. But the expectation was that the team they 
sent out on the ice would at least put up some kind 
of fight. Entering the game, the Senators ranked last 
in wins (3), 29th in goals per game (2.13), last in goals 
against per game (4.00), last in goal differential (-30), 
and had just endured a nine-game losing streak, the 
longest in the league.

Through almost two full periods, the game went 
exactly as expected. Led by star forwards Auston 
Matthews and Mitch Marner, Toronto’s offensive 
firepower was simply too much for Ottawa to handle. 
The Leafs’ young stars punished Ottawa’s porous 
defence and had their way with backup goaltender 
Marcus Hogberg, statistically the league’s worst 
net-minder with a save percentage of .859% and a 
goals-against-average of 4.23, which rank last in both 
categories among 48 qualifying goaltenders.

With one minute remaining in the second period, 
the Senators were showing zero signs of life as 
Matthews potted his second goal of the night.

The score: Toronto 5, Ottawa 1.

The Disaster Artists
harry hillman › contrIbutor

How the Toronto Maple Leafs managed to outdo themselves yet again
If you know anything about the Toronto Maple 

Leafs, and I mean anything, you have probably 
figured out why I’m even talking about this game 
because you know what happened next.

After handing Ottawa a shorthanded goal with 
9 seconds remaining in the second period courtesy 
of a horrific giveaway by Leafs captain John Tavares, 
the Senators made it 5-2. Less than a minute into the 
third period Ottawa scored again after killing off a 
Leafs power play to cut the gap to 5-3. By this point, 
the existential dread of Leafs fans had begun to kick 
in. They had seen this movie too many times before.

After Leafs goaltender Frederik Andersen 
conceded another in short order, Evgenii Dadonov 
would tie the game at 5-5, before completing the 
comeback himself on a breakaway in overtime.

Final Score: Ottawa 6, Toronto 5 (OT).

Despite having a win probability of 99.97%, 
The Maple Leafs managed to create a masterpiece of 
disaster in yet another collapse of epic proportions. 
Their fans (and haters), were treated to a brand new 
addition to the club’s collection of self-capitulating 
moments which they’ve tallied over the course of 
their storied 104-year history.

After the game, the players and coaching 
staff of the organization used the same tired and 
PR-manufactured quotes they had used in previous 
losses, such as “it was just one game”.

As cliché as those statements are, they’re 
technically true. Even the greatest teams in history 
have had “off” nights. And if you woke up Tuesday 
morning, you would see the Maple Leafs were still in 
first place in the National Hockey League.

But these kinds of losses aren’t just “one game” 
for the Maple Leafs. This isn’t even close to the most 
embarrassing loss in franchise history. Games like 
this happen on a regular basis because this is who the 
Maple Leafs are.

Less than 20 games ago, Toronto blew a 3-0 lead 
to lose 4-3 in overtime.

Less than 30 games ago, they played a team that 
needed to use the Maple Leafs’ own Zamboni driver as 
their goaltender, and still lost.

The back-to-back Game 7 playoff losses to the 
Bruins and the fabled “It was 4-1” collapse from 2013.

The Toronto Maple Leafs do not simply lose. They 
lose in such spectacular fashion they have turned it 
into their own art form. The levels of futility have 
reached a point where they’ve become impressive.

The humiliating loss they suffered to the Senators 
is in their DNA. It’s been there since the repugnant 
Harold Ballard took control of the team in the 60s 
and it has continued to haunt the team decades after 
Ballard and his cartoonish levels of villainy have 
stopped plaguing the franchise as its owner. Not 
even the presence of future Hall of Famers like Joe 
Thornton can seem to fix this cursed team.

The truth is, however, that this was just one 
regular season game for the Maple Leafs. Because this 
Maple Leafs will be defined by how they perform in 
the playoffs.

You don’t have to go far to have someone remind 
you that the Leafs haven’t won the Stanley Cup since 
1967. If they fail to win hockey’s holy grail this year, 
they’ll surpass the New York Rangers for the longest 
championship drought in league history, going on 55 
years. But forget winning the Cup: that requires the 
Leafs to win four playoff series, and they’ve failed to 
win even one since 2004. An entire generation of fans 
the Charlie Brown to the Leafs’ Lucy, deprived of even 
a shred of success.

It will not matter if, in response to this game, 
the Leafs proceed to dominate the rest of the league 
and finish with the best record in the NHL. It will not 
matter if Auston Matthews leads the league in goals, 
wins the Hart Memorial Trophy as MVP and has the 
single greatest season in team history. Even if they 
did all of that, if they get bounced in the first round 
yet again, it would all be forgotten in a second.

What truly matters is not how the Maple Leafs 
play in February, but how they might be playing in 
May or June. If they stay focused on that, they can 
give the city something it hasn’t seen in seventeen, 
and possibly even 55 years. Or they can continue 
to hone their craft as the disaster artists of the NHL 
as they have for the last half-century. Either way, 
whatever masterpiece they come up with this time, it 
certainly will not disappoint.

Messier’s central argument is that Destiny used 
his celebrity in bad faith to raise $30 million in 
funding and provide the company with “instant 
credibility” despite the extravagant promises made to 
their investors. Messier allegedly signed a “personal 
and confidential advisory agreement” on May 31, 2019 
to be a “goodwill” ambassador for Destiny in order to 
build business relationships with potential partners, 
but only agreed to do so after Moroz’s guarantees.

In Messier’s claim, he provides evidence of 
his celebrity by referring to himself as “one of the 
greatest hockey players in history, former NY Rangers 
captain, a 6x Stanley Cup Winner and among ‘the 
most famous celebrities in New York’”.

While the legal statement of claim might be a 
slight exaggeration, calling Messier one of hockey’s 
all-time greats is still an understatement. Over a 
career that spanned 25 seasons, Messier ranks third 
on the NHL’s all-time scoring list behind Wayne 
Gretzky and Jaromir Jagr with 1,887 points, and 
won the Hart trophy twice as League MVP. Messier 
is also considered by some to be the greatest leader 
in the history of the game, reflected by the fact the 

NHL hands out the “Mark Messier Leadership Award” 
every year in his honour.

As it turns out, this isn’t Messier’s first dance with 
the law, and he’s hoping to continue his winning 
ways by employing a similar strategy. Messier 
previously won a legal dispute with his former team, 
the Vancouver Canucks, over a tenure which both 
Messier and the city of Vancouver hated so much that 
everyone agreed to never speak of it again. 

When Messier signed a five-year, $30-million 
contract with the Canucks in 1997, he included 
a clause in the contract that said he would be 
compensated accordingly if the value of the franchise 
increased over the life of his contract. The reason for 
the clause’s inclusion was the belief that acquiring 
Messier would lead to a substantial increase in the 
financial value of the Canucks because of the Hall of 
Famer’s celebrity. He would therefore deserve a cut 
for his contributions. At this point, it’s easy to see a 
pattern in Messier’s legal disputes.

While Vancouver chose to exercise their 
$2-million contractual buyout option following the 
1999-2000 season, after Messier had only played 
three of the previously agreed-upon five years, the 
contract and thus the clause did not officially expire 

until 2002. After a long-winded argument between 
the two sides over the legality of the clause, Messier 
took the Canucks to arbitration in 2012 and emerged 
victorious with an award of $6 million. The result was 
rather ironic, because while the franchise’s value had 
technically increased between 1997 and 2002 due to 
inflation, Messier’s contributions led to zero on-ice 
success and Vancouver’s attendance actually dropped 
while he was a member of the team.

Coming back to Messier’s battle with Destiny, 
typically cases like this get dismissed quickly and it is 
unlikely that Messier’s dispute will lead to anything 
more than an out-of-court settlement. However, the 
fact Messier reached a personal advisory agreement 
with Moroz in 2019 gives him an unique edge that 
allows him to go after Moroz directly and likely win 
the argument. 

The personal guarantee in the agreement states 
that Messier would be paid the difference between 
$750,000 and 200,000 Destiny shares, meaning that 
if Destiny’s shares became worthless, Messier would 
still be owed $750,000. That’s a very bold claim to 
make, which demonstrates that making personal 
guarantees is never a wise decision. That is of course, 
unless you are Mark Messier.
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